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Abstract 
Apart from responsibility of each and every law professor, there are two more levels of responsibility in order to obtain a solid, 
competitive legal education in Romania: the governmental educational policy level and the academic management discretion 
level. These levels of responsibility set the framework of our research, which aims to explain the legal studies` ascent and 
development in Romania, since 1990 to present days, and to detect the key issues in the curricular choices of Romanian legal 
education system, in order to draw some conclusions and to make some recommendations about reforming the legal education 
system in Romania. 
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1. From politics to legal education in post-communist Romania 
Romania signed the Joining Agreement to EU in 1993. It was the third of the former communist countries from 
Eastern Europe submitting in 1995 the official application for membership after Hungary and Poland. During the 
2000, Romania implemented several reforms to prepare for EU accession aimed to consolidate the national 
democratic system, institute the rule of law, acknowledge the respect of human rights, commit to individuals 
freedom of expression and to implement a free-market operational economy.  
The Romanian Constitution of 1991 was amended and completed in 2003 by the Law No. 429/2003 referring to 
the revision of the Constitution. Article 11 
Romania has to be a party by any treaty consisting of provisions contrary to the constitution in force, ratification is 
One of the most important provisions is the following (paragraph 2): 
the accession, both the provisions of the constituent treaties of the European Union and the other 
mandatory community regulations shall prevail over the opposite provisions of the national laws, in compliance with 
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Finally, on January 1st 2007, Romania joined the European Union, along with Bulgaria. It was the latest 
expansion of the EU, considered by the European Commission as part of the same wave (the fifth) i.e. enlargement 
of the European Union in 2004. 
However, the political commitment of a Government is not enough for the full integration of any country. A 
stable and socially accepted EU policy has to be consented and sustained by each and all key factors of national 
jurisdictions, including law professors and law students. The role of academic studies is not just an informative one, 
but also a formative one. 
Our goal in this paper is to explain the legal studies` ascent and development in Romania, since 1990 to present 
days, and to detect the key issues in the curricular choices of Romanian legal education system, in order to draw 
some conclusions and to make some recommendations about the responsible factors for reforming the legal 
education system in Romania. 
2. Conceptual framework  
Our basic assumption in this research is that, apart from responsibility of each and every law professor, there are 
two more levels of responsibility in order to obtain a solid, competitive legal education in Romania: the 
governmental educational policy level and the academic management discretion level. 
 
Nevertheless, the legal education  like any other form of public education  
and command. The academic autonomy and discretion is not unconditional; universities have to follow the national 
policy of public education. Likewise, the academic teaching staff is following state decision and has to comply with 
state regulations. On the other hand, the teachers are subordinated to the universities in a lower extent being just 
their employees; regarding the way of teaching, they enjoy almost full discretion.  
The three levels of responsibility can be also seen as the three responsible actors playing leading roles on the 
legal education scene: (1) the Romanian Government; (2) the Romanian Law schools; (3) the Romanian law 
professors. 
3. Legislative and institutional analyze  
Although Romanian higher education institutions are independent, autonomous entities, the Romanian state 
imposes the minimum standards to provide a certain quality of academic studies. In fact, EU legal academic 
education is only a part of a much wider educational system.  
How is the politics or government acting as a responsibility factor regarding EU legal education?  
First of all, the general frame of the educational system is set by the Romanian Constitution and the organic law 
on education, no. 84 / 1995. Nevertheless, the kind of normative information subject of this study is to be found not 
in such general laws but in lower-ranking provisions like governmental and ministerial acts, emphasizing and 
interpreting the normative acts.   
Moreover, in view of the academic education, in 2005 was established The Romanian Agency for Quality 
Assurance in Higher Education (RAQAHE), an autonomous public institution of national interest, mainly focusing 
institutional point of view. This body is acting like an interface between the governmental responsibility and the 
academic one.  
The Romanian State also interferes with another key factor  EU law professors  issuing and conducting 
demanding procedures for the homologation of professors and the associated professors. For this matter, within the 
Romanian Ministry of Education and Research, a consultant body was founded i.e. The National Council of 
Homologation for Titles, Diplomas and University Certificates (NCHTDUC). 
4. The structure of legal education system in Romania  
take a closer look on how the Romanian legal education system is structured and what are the meaningful 
consequences to be drawn up for our study.  
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level, concordant with the principles of the Bologna process. Later on, this provision was subsequently improved by 
se
referring on universities study domains and specialization.   
 
Although the Treaty of Lisbon gives to the EU a legal personality (Article 48) and the European Communities are 
no longer public law subjects (Article 1 par. 3), the Romanian legislator has not yet adjusted the way of speaking 
education. 
European law), but now, it is in our opinion the time for the Government to assume first of all the current 
terminology encouraging in this way other factors to update their language.  
Disregarding these terminological issues, a Romanian Faculty of Law can provide three kinds of legal learning 
Safety. Of course, it is not compulsory for any Faculty of Law to offer all these three specializations. We wanted to 
know how the Romanian Legal Departments are using this opportunity so we analyzed the list of approved legal 
only.  
 
5.  legal education policy 
The influence of the government on law faculties in Romania is so obvious because the first has the means 
necessary to impose, in some respects, to the second. 
More interesting is to analy
policy, i.e. if academic environment plays any role in the Romanian state policy for legal education. 
Unfortunately, in Romania there is still an amateurish atmosphere relative to discussion and political decisions at 
all levels and areas. The professionals which are not politically active are rarely consulted in taking these decisions. 
In this context, we have to remark a study published in 2007, entitled Standards of content and program 
framework for education in Law. The article is signed by three law professors coming from three Romanian 
setting quality standards to grant an effective educational process. 
Whatever, t
shoulders. After 50 years of Communism and other 20 years of searching our ways, the scientific boards of the 
Romanian universities have now the management at their discretion. It is up to them to make most curricular 
choices.  
As previously mentioned, the Romanian Government imposes a number of compulsory courses for both law and 
Community law students. However, neither the Government nor other state authority tells the autonomous 
universities of Romania in which year of study should they offer these items, how many hours they should assign for 
courses and applications, how many ECTS (European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System) credits a student 
Legal department to include more optional or facultative law related courses, such as Legal Philosophy, Legal 
Logic, Mediation and so on. 
Based on the comparative study we conducted on the curricula published by the website of 6 legal departments, 
we found out that:  
(a) Most of the 18 courses are imposed (11), 6 are optional (the students can opt between 2 or 3 disciplines, but 
 
(b) The evaluation form is mostly an exam, colloquies held only when the discipline is not imposed but optional 
or facultative. The ECTS credits number varies between 2 and 6, with an average of 5 ECTS credits. 
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6.  
We have already learned that the assertion of state authorities to law departments to include some disciplines in 
or the total number of course / application hours.  
However, law professors have much more discretion in defining their syllabus for the disciplines subject. 
According to the RAQAHE Standards, the disciplines of study included in the curricula are consisting of syllabuses 
specifying the objectives of the discipline, the basic thematic content, the distribution of the number of lessons, 
seminar, and practice hours, by topics, student evaluation and a minimum bibliography. 
In other words, law professors may choose freely the subjects of their courses and applications, they can decide 
how many hours to assign for each subject and they can select the compulsory bibliography for their students. Such 
discretion ought to be doubled by a great sense of responsibility. 
7. Conclusions and Recommendations 
From the perspective of EU convergence, legal education in Romania gains new valences, approaches and new 
gateways. In our research, we tracked and described the main responsible actors on the Romanian legal education 
scene. We suggested a three-pointed structure of legal education responsible levels, which takes into account: (1) the 
political commitment of the Romanian Government; (2) the academic responsibility of Romanian Law schools; (3) 
the teaching choices of law professors. 
We came to the conclusion that, despite the constant interest of the Romanian Government into the legal 
education, Romania still confronts with conceptual issues and unsystematic approaches. E.g. in the regulations 
relevant to legal education, Romanian legislator has not yet adjusted the way of expression and continues to speak 
 
Disregard  all legal 
specialization, indicating a constant interest and support in this educational branch, at least as a level of declaration. 
Apart from a number of courses imposed by the Government, Romanian law schools have enough discretion to 
legal disciplines 
they include in the curricula, in which semester of study, how many hours they assign for courses and applications, 
the number of ECTS and so on. 
As the curriculum binds the law professors 
number of course / application hours, he/she enjoys discretion in issuing the syllabus and may choose freely the 
topics of courses and applications, the number of hours assigned for each topic and the compulsory bibliography.  
As a general conclusion, the responsibility for a proper, competitive legal education in Romania is shared 
between duties of law professors, the commitment of every law school and the political will of the Government. 
Each of these three key factors must concur to help law students in the effort to understand what, how and why to 
learn law.  
Finally, we can make some recommendations for the above three actors on the Romanian legal education scene, 
hoping that of such actions can benefit not only to law students, lawyers and other legal practitioners, but the whole 
Romanian society.   
Therefore, our recommendations to the Romanian authorities are: 
(1) To grant several governmental scholarships in order to encourage more potential students to choose legal 
 
(2) To encourage the legal education in the widest sense by books and magazines written in an easy language, 
accessible even for lay in law areas in order to understand the significance of European law as internal law.  
(3) To be more receptive to the opinion of legal education experts and to consult such professionals before taking 
important decisions. 
Our recommendations to the Romanian faculties of Law are: 
 (1) To assign in their curricula more hours of practical exercises for law courses, following the example of non-
academic training programs for judges, prosecutors or lawyers. 
 (3) To join international networks for legal studies and encourage students to enroll in visiting or exchanging 
programs for university studies. 
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Finally, our suggestions to any Romanian law professors are: 
(1) To find creative interactive methods to make law students aware how important is their chosen legal career; 
(2) To encourage more the students to work independently with law provisions:  access, understand the way of 
expression, interpret the meaning and figure out how to use it in actions and pleas;  
(3) To help students to understand clearly and directly the practical aspects of the law, by practical exercises and 
study of case; 
(4) To encourage and expect active participation in class, e.g. by moot exercises  hypothetical problems, moot 
courts and decision-making games. 
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